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Dear Miss Ann, venerables, teachers, families, good morning, Amitabha,

Time flies, and in a blink of an eye, 2023 has arrived. Ming-De is now one
and half year old. It is very nice to see that we have new students enrolled this
year and having new families join the community. | believe that all the parents
send their children to this school with a common purpose: that is, to get their
children the best education, and to get them to become filial piety and virtuous
children.

Parents of our school put great efforts on their children’s education,
especially the education of filial piety. There are parents who spend a lot of time
and energy on their children but have little effect. | sometimes hear from parents
asking how to improve children’s moral behavior immediately.

In fact, from the Ming-de school song: filial persons will have filial children.
That is, putting effects on the child's grandparents with filial piety. The elders are
like the roots of a tree. Being filial to them is like watering and fertilizing the root.
When the harvest comes, the fruit on the tree will be large and sweet. Our next
generation will be like these fruits, with their parents being filial to grandparents,
they will become filial and kind.

Therefore, the focus is actually on the roots, the elders, not always the
children. As we all know laborious job of watering and fertilizing are only



effective on the roots not on the branches or fruits. And the minor job of pruning
fruits on the branches only needs to be done at some of the right time.

| envy families who live together for three generations. In such a family,
the filial piety of parents can be fully learned by children. For example, when
parents going out to buy something, if the first thing they think of is what the
grandparents need to buy and always put them as priority? The child will see
what parents did and get used to puts his grandparents first as well. When these
children enter the supermarket, he will naturally think about what grandparents
or parents need? With such a habit, they will feel unused and uncomfortable if
you let them only think about themselves.

| know that some parents feel that teaching their own children is hard.
Some of the parents will even be a little discouraged when they find their child
not disobedient or does something wrong. In fact, teaching children filial piety is
not that difficult. Being filial piety with the elders in the family. Whether they live
with us or not, whether they are alive or have passed away. Always keep them
in mind, do everything you can to benefit them. After you work on it for a while,
look back at your children, and you will find them making huge progression.

The role of role models is incredible, not only in filial piety, but in other
aspects. If we want children to respect their teachers, we need our parents and
teachers to set an example of respecting teachers. If we want children to be
humble and courteous, we need our parents and teachers to set an example of
humility and courtesy. If we want children to be humble and courteous,
concentrate on reading, we need our parents and teachers to make examples of
concentrating on reading. If we want children to learn appraising others, we
need our parents and teachers to set an example of appraising others. Children
are like mirrors that reflect 100% of the words and deeds of adults. Children are
like a blank piece of paper, absorb what you do and speak. And all these
correspond to the philosophy by Master Chin Kung, and correspond to the
educational purpose of Ming-De school.

| hope that in the new year, each member in the community can make
progress. And all the families are having harmonious and beautiful lives, happy
and happy. Amitabha, thank you.



